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	Report by:
	Director of Transport and Environment



	Proposal:
	To alter the approved fire exit door design, to open out into an external lobby, rather than onto the school's playground.  



	Site Address:
	Battle and Langton CE Primary School, Market Road, Battle.  



	Applicant:
	Director of Children's Services



	Application No.
	RR/2969/CCNM/1



	Contact Officer:    
	David Vickers, Tel. 01273 481629

	Local Member: 

   
	Councillor Kathryn Field


RESOLUTION OF THE DIRECTOR OF TRANSPORT AND ENVIRONMENT:

Under the powers delegated to me by the Governance Committee on 30 January 2003, I resolve to approve the proposal as set out in the recommendation.

CONSIDERATION OF RELEVANT PLANNING MATTERS

1.
The Site and Surroundings
1.1
Battle and Langton School is located west of Battle town centre.  It is approached by car from the east alongside a large public car park and has housing to the north and open land to the south. The whole town is within the High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB).

1.2
The School site falls to the south and its car park and buildings face the main entrance. Additional buildings are on a lower plateau together with the playground and there are extensive playing fields on lower land beyond. 

1.3
The School is modern and single storey with multiple low pitched roofs and walls predominantly of red brick with soldier courses of contrasting dark grey brick and timber cladding and windows stained brown.      

1.4
The area to which the application relates is the southern elevation of the lower school building adjoining the playground. 

2.
The Proposal
2.1
The proposal is seeking approval for amendments to a planning permission granted in January 2011. The amendments comprise repositioning of a fire door on the east elevation of the extension to open into a recess rather than directly onto the School’s playground.  

3.
Relevant Site History

3.1
2011 – Granted – RR/2969/CC. Single storey flat roof extension

4.
Consultations and Representations 
4.1
Rother District Council – No response has been received.

5.
The Development Plan policies of relevance to this decision are:

5.1
The South East Plan 2009: Policy C3 (AONB) 

On the 27 May 2010 the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government highlighted the Government’s commitment to the intention to rapidly abolish Regional Strategies and return decision making powers on housing and planning to local Councils. On the 6 July 2010 the Secretary of State revoked, with immediate effect, Regional Strategies. However, a High Court decision on the 10 November 2010 found that Regional Strategies could not be revoked in their entirety. The effect of this decision is to re-establish Regional Strategies as part of the development plan and due weight will therefore be given to the South East Plan policies.  However, the Government has indicated that it will enact its commitment to abolish Regional Strategies as part of the Localism Bill which began its passage through Parliament in December 2010.  The Government’s intention to revoke Regional Strategies is therefore a material consideration in the decision making process.

5.2
Rother District Local Plan 2006: Policy GD1 (general development considerations) 

6.
Considerations

6.1
As an application for approval of non-material amendments, the main consideration is the effect of the changes proposed. In addition, account should be taken of any representations received. 

6.2
Policy C3 in The South East Plan gives high priority to conservation and enhancement of natural beauty in the AONB. Policy GD1 of the Rother District Local Plan sets out a range of criteria against which development proposals should be assessed including the impact upon Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty and neighbouring residential properties.

6.3
In this case, the changes to the position of the fire door will have no new undue impact upon the proposed building or the wider AONB within which the School lies. The proposed amendments are considered to accord with the aims of Policy C3 in The South East Plan and Policy GD1 of the Rother District Plan in terms of the visual impact and are also considered to be non-material in their effects.   
7.
Recommendation     

7.1
To grant the application for approval of non-material amendments to planning permission RR/2969/CC approved January 26th 2011, as shown on drawing 2201.64.03 Revision 001 received 31st January 2011.

Schedule of Approved Plans

2201.64.03 Rev 001 - Existing & Proposed Elevations, Existing and Proposed Plan Layouts, Existing Site Plan

RUPERT CLUBB

Director of Transport & Environment
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